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Sarajevo
Bosnia and Herzegovina



Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH): facts and figures
Population: ca. 4 million (1991),  3,28 mio (2020)
Three “Constituent Peoples”:
• Bosniaks/Muslims (43,7%); 
• Croats (17,3%); 
• Serbs (31,3%); 
+ “Others”, Minorities (5,5%) 
+ “Yugoslavs“ (2,2)
Religions:
Islamic (40%); Orthodox (31%); 
Catholic (15%); Protestant (4%); 
Jewish, other (10%)
Official languages:
Bosniak, Croat and Serbian (“B-C-S”) 
Federal system: State - two Entities
• Republika Srpska (RS): unitary organization
• Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina (FBiH): 10 Cantons
plus autonomous district of Brčko

Woelk Bosnia and Herzegovina 3



Woelk 4

The Balkans
So close, 

so far away

Mostar
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History

“The Balkans have 
produced more history 
than they can digest.”
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History counts…

Number of Years Spent under Ottoman Rule
Western Balkans



WW II
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Occupation (Italian and 
German) and division
Croat puppet State

• Chetniks – Serb 
nationalist guerillas

• Ustaša – Croatian 
Revolutionary Movement

• Yugoslav Partisans or 
National Liberation Army,
interethnic
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1815 to 1839: After the 
Congress of Vienna

1914: Eve of the 
First World War

Between the 
Two World Wars

1945 to 1980ies: 
Cold War Stability

SFRY:
Brotherhood and Unity

bratstvo i jedinstvo
Братство и јединство

Fratellanza e Unità

XX Century: 
Main Phases
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Time line (video):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ic5tBXESxl8
Yugoslav Wars / 3 Minute History (video):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjpxPEGTVpA

• SFRY: “ethnic“federalism
• 6 Republics, 2 autonomous Provinces, 

3 Constitutions
• Economic crisis (1980‘s)
• Secession and recognition (1991-92)
• Wars and “ethnic cleansing“ (1991-95, 1998-99)
• (Late) Intervention by International Community
• Reconstruction and stabilization

The dissolution 
of Yugoslavia

“Civil Wars”???

• Role of 
neighbours

• Homogenous 
population?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ic5tBXESxl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjpxPEGTVpA
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Population density

Distribution of 
ethnic groups
Yugoslavia

and Bosnia-H.



Siege of Sarajevo
1.425 days, 1992-1996
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Old Bridge in Mostar
Bosnia and Herzegovina
• Croat-Bosniak “war within war” in 

parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina
• destroyed on 9 Nov 1993, 

after 427 years
• reconstructed 11 years later 

in 2004 and
• in 2005 inscribed in UNESCO’s 

World Heritage List, in recognition 
of its strong symbolic value

Washington Peace Agreement: 
Federation of BiH between 
Croats and Bosniaks (1994)
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Srebrenica

8.372



Elaboration of the past?
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Prijedor: White Ribbon Day
Commemoration in Sarajevo

ICTY

Reconciliation???



Dayton Peace Agreement, December 1995
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• NATO airstrikes (summer 1995)

• Negotiation under US pressure in US 
Air Force-base in Dayton, Ohio

• Ceasefire-line becomes “IEBL –
Inter-Entity Boundary Line”

• 3 peoples, 2 Entities, 1 State?

> 100.000 victims
> 1.000.000 refugees and IDPs

Whose goals have been reached?

After 1995:
• NATO-/EU-Mission (military)
• International Semi-Protectorate
• EU accession as goal: reforms?!

• Dayton Accord IEBL, 
1995

• Entities: 
- "Republika Srpska 
(RS)" with Serb majority,
- "Federation (FBH)" 
with Bosniak-Croat 
majority

• RS: 49% territory, 
1/3 population

• FBH: 51% territory, 
2/3 population



Living together 
Cemetery, Bare Sarajevo
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• Thessaloniki (2003): accession perspective
for all WB countries

• Accession: Slovenia (2004), Croatia (2013)

Candidates for EU accession:
• … negotiating: MNE, SRB
• … waiting: N-MCD, ALB
• … “potential“: BiH, KOS
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Western Balkans and EU

https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/directorate-general_en
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BiH today:
• “stuck in transition”
• permanent crisis
• “Cold War” inside politics 

and institutions
• EU “pull factor” too weak
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